
Decorations Not Allowed at Catered Events — Checklist 
 

Fire & Safety Restrictions 
☐ Open flames (taper candles, oil lamps) 

☐ Uncovered candles (not in enclosed holders) 

☐ Sparklers or fireworks (indoor or outdoor) 

☐ Smoke or fog machines 

☐ Dry ice displays (without approval) 

Messy or Hard‑to‑Clean Items 
☐ Loose glitter 

☐ Metallic or paper confetti 

☐ Table scatter (sequins, gems) 

☐ Artificial snow 

☐ Sand 

☐ Rice toss 

Venue Surface & Structural Restrictions 
☐ Items taped or nailed to walls 

☐ Ceiling hooks or hanging decor without approval 

☐ Heavy draping without a professional installer 

☐ Adhesives that may damage paint or wood 

Balloons & Airborne Items 
☐ Helium balloons 

☐ Balloon ceilings or drops 

☐ Lantern releases (paper lanterns) 



Food-Related Decoration Restrictions 
☐ Chocolate fountains (spill risk) 

☐ Melting or dripping food displays 

☐ Uncontained ice sculptures 

☐ Fog or mist food presentations 

Live Elements 
☐ Live animals (doves, butterflies, fish bowls) 

☐ Outdoor wildlife-attracting décor (seed tosses) 

Electrical & Power-Heavy Decorations 
☐ Large neon signs 

☐ High-powered LED or laser lights 

☐ Strobe lights 

☐ Decor requiring heavy electrical load without venue approval 

Flooring Concerns 
☐ Loose flower petals (if they stain) 

☐ Water-filled décor on wood floors 

☐ Unsecured rugs or runners 

Venue- or Caterer-Specific Prohibitions 
☐ Items obstructing catering paths 

☐ Décor blocking exits or emergency equipment 

☐ Anything requiring special permits 
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